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Composite mantle cell lymphoma and small lymphocytic
lymphoma in a lymph node
Jirong Mass and Bachir Alobeid, Columbia University Irving Medical Center
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A 57-year-old man with chronic lymphocytic leukemia/small
lymphocytic lymphoma (CLL/SLL) and no prior therapy, pre-
sented with lymphadenopathy and white blood cell count of
275.2 3 109/L. A lymph node biopsy showed nodular infiltrates
of centrocyte-like cells and diffuse small lymphocytes (panels A
and B; hematoxylin and eosin stain, 43 and 1003 objective;
original magnification, 340 and31000, respectively). The small
lymphocytes were CD79adim1, CD51, CD231, and cyclin D12;
the nodular infiltrates were CD79abright1, CD51, CD232, and cyclin
D11 (panels C-F, respectively; 43 objective; original magnifi-
cation 340). Flow cytometry detected 2 B-cell populations: one
was CD20dim1, CD382, and k1, and the other was CD20bright1,
CD381, and l1. Cytogenetics detected 2 distinct clones:
one with trisomy 12 and del(13)(q14), and the other with

t(11;14)(q13;q32). Polymerase chain reaction revealed 2 distinct
clones, one with an IgH rearrangement identical with the original
CLL and the other with a different rearrangement. Findings were
diagnostic of composite lymphoma (CL): mantle cell lymphoma
(MCL) and SLL. The patient was followed up with expectant
management and no new treatment was initiated.

CL is the cooccurrence of 2 distinct lymphomas: both non-
Hodgkin lymphomas (NHLs) or an NHL and a Hodgkin lymphoma.
Composite MCL and CLL/SLL is very rare. The 2 components in
our patient were clonally unrelated, suggesting 2 distinct disease
processes. A multiparametric approach is necessary to diagnose
CL, which can have significant therapeutic and prognostic
implications.
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